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 Anne Murray Dike
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I was honoured to meet Anne Murray 
Dike, the CARD president at the 
Blérancourt HQ. We took stock of the 
measures that need to be taken in the 
area: everything needs rebuilding, 
especially people’s enjoyment in life! 
There is a great deal of work to be 
done and it will take years! 

Bessie

«  Our plan is
 to establ

ish in the
se 

various di
stricts a 

veritable 

community 
center, to

 which wil
l 

gather inf
ormation a

bout needs
 of that 

community,
 and from 

which we c
an spread 

out the me
ans of mee

ting these
 needs- 

in such a 
personal a

nd constru
ctive way 

that it wi
ll be an i

ncentive t
o  

re-buildin
g and re-c

reating of
 a new 

life and s
pirit in t

he French 
people.»

 
(Anne Murr

ay Dike, l
etter, sum

mer 1917)

Blérancourt

BLÉRANCOURT, 
The CARD’S original HQ

Blérancourt town hall during the  

war, 1917© RMN-GP/ J.-G. Berizzi
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CARD center, Blérancourt, 1923 © 

RMN-GP/ R.-G. Ojéda

My dear friends,

In your last letter you asked me what our CARD centers 
are like. I’ve made a souvenir album to give you an idea 
of our day-to-day life!

Miss Morgan established the centers close to the local 
populations so we could identify their needs and provide 
them with assistance. Our centers, which are housed in 
barracks, consist of offices, housing for the volunteers, 
a garage, a library and a hall where the locals can 
gather. 

Members of the American Committee under Blérancourt arch, 1921 © RMN-GP/J.-G. Berizzi

A CARD driver repairing  
her Ford© RMN-GP/J.-G. Berizzi

Thanks to our Ford trucks we can travel 
all over the region providing relief and 
assistance to the local people. I hope you 
will soon be able to come.   
The villages are being rebuilt and we will 
soon be moving out of our barracks into 
houses. You will be amazed to see how well 
the work is progressing! 

Bessie

   

* American Committee for Devastated France
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Miss Doran’s physical education 

class, 1920
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Agnès Doran
© RMN-GP/ H. Lewandowski

Misses Hughes and Wilde in the Committee’s 
garage, 1919 © RMN-GP/ G. Blot 
 

Vic-sur-Aisne garage, 1922

© RMN-GP/ G. Blot

VIC-SUR-AISNE

« Vic is a quaint town, as picturesque and quaint as a town 
could be and heartbreaking in its ruins. The tower of the old 
château in the center goes back to Charlemagne and somehow it 
seems to suit this tower to have had part of it demolished by 
shells. »
(Mary Breckinridge, letter of 23 february 1919)

If you had seen us today with Mary 
at the wheel of our Dodge truck, 
you’d be surprised! How sad to go 
through all those miles of devastated 
landscapes, but what a pleasure to 
help these isolated populations ...

Bessie

«  The childre
n need pla

y. I belie
ve 

we are to 
have a man

 to start 
base-

ball and f
ootball wi

th the old
er 

boys, but 
Miss Alice

 plays wit
h them 

already an
d they are

 keen on i
t.  

We have ki
ndergarten

s for the 
little 

ones.»

(Mary Breck
inridge, le

tter of 8 j
une 

1919)

Vic-sur-aisne
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Doctor Frazier in the dispensary, 1919
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 Mary Breckinridge
© RMN-GP/ G. Blot

A Committee ambulance, 1920 

© RMN-GP/ G. Blot

SOISSONS

Today Mary is hiring some 
new nurses to help with the 
infants. We have just set 
up a partnership with the 
Goutte de Lait in Soissons, 
which was created in 1894, to 
supply sterilized milk to the 
youngest infants and to carry 
out medical check-ups.

Bessie

«  We are goin
g to hold 

well-baby 
clinics, 

carrying t
he scales 

etc. about
 in a 

camion fro
m village 

to village
 at regula

r 

intervals,
 and weigh

ing and me
asuring no

t 

only the c
hildren un

der six bu
t also the

 

delicate l
ooking chi

ldren over
 six.»

(Mary Brec
kinridge, 

letter of 
1 may 1919

)

soissons

Sterilizing bottles for infants, , 1920  

© RMN-GP/ H. Lewandowski

Enfant Jésus 
school

Saint-Crépin 
Park

Goutte
 de lait

AMSAM

Informationi

Tourist Office
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ANIZY-LE-CHÂTEAU

This morning, Marian Bartol offered 
to show me around the new temporary 
buildings, the “provisoires”, in Anizy: 
an agricultural school, a church, a 
dispensary and a permanent store! Up to 
now, traveling stores had been touring 
the isolated, devastated villages with 
provisions, sheets, stoves...

Bessie

«  At eve
ry cro

ssroad
s the 

road h
ad bee

n blow
n 

up, so
 we ha

d to m
ake co

nstant
 detou

rs.

It was
 compl

ete de
solati

on, ba
rbed w

ire 

entang
lement

s, tre
nches,

 shell
 holes

, etc.
 (..)

A grou
p of m

en are
 livin

g ther
e and 

slowly
 

reclai
ming t

he lan
d. The

y star
t by c

ollect
ing 

all of
 the u

nexplo
ded sh

ells a
nd det

onatin
g 

them. 
Then t

hey us
e mass

ive sh
ovels 

to fil
l in 

the tr
enches

. »

(Maria
n Bart

ol, le
tter o

f 21 j
anuary

 1921)

anizy-le-château

 Marian Bartol  
© Musée Franco-Américain, Blérancourt

Distribution of provisions in Bléran-

court, 1917 © RMN-GP/R.-G. Ojéda

CARD traveling store, 1919 

© Musée Franco-Américain, Blérancourt
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Coucy-le-Château library, circa 1920 © RMN-GP/ 
H. Lewandowski 
 

 Jessie Carson 
© Musée Franco-Américain, Blérancourt

Story time in Vic-sur-Aisne, circa 1920 

© Musée Franco-Américain, Blérancourt

COUCY-LE-CHÂTEAU

Our dear Jessie Carson has arrived 
to join the Committee and take 
charge of the CARD’s education 
projects. Every day she organises the 
delivery of books via the circulating 
libraries and hosts “story time” for 
our young visitors. They enjoy it more 
than anything! 

Bessie

«  What fun to
 discover 

Treasure I
sland 

with Frenc
h children

! The Fren
ch boys 

find Kipli
ng “un peu

 bizarre”,
 but 

Fenimore C
ooper “épa

tant”. And
erson 

and Grimm 
are as wel

l-known as
 

Pinocchio,
 the Swiss

 Family Ro
binson, 

Heidi, Lit
tle Lord F

auntleroy,
 Alice 

in Wonderl
and and Ki

m »

 
(CARD’s re

port of 19
21)

coucy-le-château 7
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On the trails of 
Anne Morgan
Find out more about 

adults’ and kids’ 
activities at the  
different Tourist 
Offices. Discover 

the mobile app, the 
totem signs and the 
photo exhibition «The 

war through their 
eyes.»

Build your 
ownTRAIL

Grateful thanks to :
E. Diéval, A. Dopffer, M. Judas-
Urshel, K. Polinger Foster, D. Pantel, 
M. Reb, B.Ruelle, M. Schneider, 
R.Vagniez, Tourist Office of Coucy and 
Blérancourt, Franco-american museum  
of the Château of Blérancourt,  
The Morgan Library, The New York  
Public Library, the RMN and 5 towns  
crossed. 
Sources quotes of Mary Breckinridge : 
© Karen POLINGER FOSTER, Monique  
JUDAS-URSCHEL, to help children of 
Soissons, American letters by Mary 
Breckinridge 1919 – 1921. 
Translations and commentaries by 
Karen Polinger Foster & Monique 
Judas-Urschel, Edition Encrage. 
Source for Marian Bartol : Archives 
of the Morgan Library & Museum,  
New York. Source pour Anne Murray 
Dike : The New York Public Library.

About 83 kmFor more informations about Anne Morgan: 
visit the franco-american museum of the Château of Blérancourt
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